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What’s the total?

This is a game for two players.

You will need:

• a pack of playing cards

• a number line from 0 → 10 (optional)

Remove the coloured cards (King, Queen, Jack), Jokers and any 

card game rules which may have been included in your pack of cards.  

You will need only the Ace to 10 cards. Ace has a value of 1 in this activity.

Give each player one set of cards 1 → 10 and ask them to shuffle them.
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What’s the total?

Once the cards have been shuffled, the players place their pile of cards face down, side

by side and in the middle of the table. The object of the game is to guess the total of

the top cards from each pile.  The player who is the closest wins both cards.  

You may wish to have a number line to hand to show the distance between guesses 
and the actual total.

The player that has the most accurate guess, wins both cards.

The player with the most cards at the end of the game is the winner.
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What’s the total?
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0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

I think the total of both 
cards will be 16.

Player 1



What’s the total?
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0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

I think it will be lower 
than 16.  My guess is 12.

Player 2

What’s the total?
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0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

I think the total of both 
cards will be 16.

I think it will be lower 
than 16.  My guess is 12.

Player 1 Player 2



What’s the total?
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0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

I can see that my guess is 
further away from 13.  

You win this round.

Player 1

Player 2

I think my guess was the 
closest.  I guessed 12. 

4 and 9 makes 13.
Who wins this round? 

Player 1

Player 2


